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First Fruits First


Hunger and Thirst


   June 1, 2019
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled.” [Matthew 5:6]
God designed us to be hungry and thirsty. This is how our bodies communicate the most basic daily need for our daily bread - on earth as it is in heaven. Moreover, for all those who thirst, our Lord bids us – Come to the waters.
Hunger and thirst are part of our DNA. Food and water are necessary for survival. Such scriptural directives confirm and reinforce our need for sustenance and the inseparable connection between this need and God’s supply of our provision.

Why are we directed toward righteousness? What makes righteousness significant? Righteousness is an abbreviated term for “right standing with God.” Clearly, God wants us to desire right standing with Him. 

Righteousness isn’t necessary to stay alive. We can live and die on earth and never make the leap into the Kingdom. That’s a choice we need to make. Nevertheless, righteousness is essential if we wish to have life and live it to its fullness.
Righteousness is not something we gain for ourselves. Rather righteousness is the gift our Lord promises to those who believe in His sovereignty and His absolute power and authority to forgive us and save us from our sins. 
This is what it means to be “born again.” The birthright leading to salvation comes from our second birth (by the Spirit), not the first (by the flesh). 

Those making this decision are predestined to eternal life with God. Predestination is the fulfillment of God’s covenant promise to His children; it’s not a predetermined guarantee independent of our own will. The King of Glory, the Firstfruits of Creation, wants active participants in the Kingdom, not passive onlookers who claim privilege based upon a supposed status bestowed by a documented birthright.

Our hunger and thirst for God leads us to be born again. That transaction draws us ever closer to the Giver of Life – the One who fills us with His righteousness every day of our lives. Those who receive this gift have the privilege of sharing it freely with whomever they encounter. 
May His righteousness be the banner over your life, your walk of faith, and your witness to a hungry and thirsty world.

