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Breaking the Drought

Thus says the Lord of hosts: “Consider your ways! Go up to the mountains and bring wood and build the temple, that I may take pleasure in it and be glorified,” says the Lord.”You looked for much, but indeed it came to little; and when you brought it home, I blew it away. Why?” says the Lord of hosts. “Because of My house that is in ruins, while every one of you runs to his own house. Therefore the heavens above you withhold the dew, and the earth withholds its fruit. For I called for a drought on the land and the mountains,on the grain and the new wine and the oil, on whatever the ground brings forth, on men and livestock, and on all the labor of your hands.” [Haggai 1:7-11]

As I sit in drought-ravaged California sharing my thoughts with you, I’m drawn to Haggai. The inhabitants of Judah have planted much, but harvested little. They are not looking at God’s ways. They focus on building their own dreams and habitations, ignoring the ruin of God’s house. Haggai declares because they have neglected the Lord, He has withheld heaven’s dew and called for a drought.

Know that the building of God’s house is not a call to build a large fancy edifice to glorify God. God’s house is a house for all nations. The King of Glory reminded King David that He was quite content dwelling in a tented tabernacle in the desert. God simply insists we put Him first, to honor Him with our firstfruits.

Failing to prioritize God means we focus on our own needs instead of the needs of others. God reminds us of our source, so we will do the same as we assist those in dire straits.

God directs us, “Consider your ways!” He wants us to weigh our decisions. The consequences for our choices are far more significant that we think.

Once we honor Him the dew will descend from heaven, just as He reigns with glory! When the rains come, so come the harvest of Firstfruits. And the first of the firstfruits is Yeshua. Let it thunder; then let it rain.

