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Falling For the Lord

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. [Deuteronomy 6:5]

The greatest experience in life is falling in love. Recall your very first boyfriend or girlfriend. Remember your deep, heartfelt affection. Everything about him or her was ideal-their look, the sound of their voice, the way they walked. Would it be fair to say we worshipped them?

Then we read this scripture about loving God. God wants the kind of love that we showed our first love. The bible reminds us that He first loved us, and that’s why and how we need to love Him. That’s a tall order.

We may choose to be obedient or disobedient to this divine directive. Often we go along with instructions, but we do it with hesitancy or even reluctance. Our own humanity and vanity holds us back from exalting God. Think about what restricts you from outright worship of God. Whatever that is, it needs to go.

Soon we will enter the ten days of awe that bridge the Jewish New Year from the Day of Atonement. These days have been used for thousands of years for repentance – to set things right with one another. But most important is to set things straight with God.

A halfway relationship with God just won’t work. He wants it all: all your heart, all your soul, and all your strength. Everything. Don’t wait for the High Holy Days either.

So what happens when we love wholeheartedly? This is falling in love. It’s not rational, in fact it requires letting go of boundaries. It lets someone have access to the hidden places in your soul.

That’s what God wants. He wants the best for us. How do we know that? Because He gave us the best He had. He did it without reservation. He gave us life. He gave us love. He gave us His Son.

Go on, it doesn’t cost a thing. Give God your best. Give Him your firstfruits. Fall in love with Him all over again. He waits as He always has – with open arms and a heart filled with forgiveness and lovingkindness. Watch what happens!

