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Ignoring God’s Word

Those officials of Pharaoh who feared the word of the Lord hurried to bring their slaves and their livestock inside. But those who ignored the word of the Lord left their slaves and livestock in the field. [Exodus 9:20-21]

How many times do we need to hear sound advice before we follow it? Wisdom tells us that when we know the advice we receive is trustworthy, we should heed it.

Let’s return to Egypt. The plague of hail has been prophesied to Pharaoh. A pattern is emerging and Pharaoh’s subjects don’t like what they are seeing. This is the seventh plague that Moses has forecast to Egypt. His record for prophecy is flawless.

By this time God has differentiated between Israel and Egypt, making it crystal clear that His hand is responsible for what has transpired. To ignore God’s servant at this time will be more costly than ever before. Moses delivers God’s Word, “I will send the worst hailstorm that has ever fallen on Egypt, from the day it was founded till now.” [Exodus 9:18]

The Lord means business, yet the Holy Scriptures tell us that some ignored the Word of the Lord. In this case the stakes were life and death. Exodus 9:19 explicitly declares that those who are not brought in will die. But some ignored God.

These individuals were not ignorant. They were informed. Yet I submit that they chose to remain ignorant of the living God.

God has not hidden Himself from us. He is revealed in the heavens. He is revealed in His Salvation of Israel. He is revealed in His Firstfruits. He is revealed in the resurrection of His Son Yeshua. Because God and His Word are revealed we cannot claim ignorance.

There are two sides to this discussion, obedience or disobedience. Take your pick. God is urging us to make right choices. Like Pharaoh’s officials who hurried to bring their slaves and livestock inside from the storm, God’s urging must become urgency in our lives.

Those who have decided to follow Yeshua as Messiah must learn obedience. Such obedience honors God and is inextricably tied to God’s willingness to honor us.

We will not be able to stand before Father God and claim ignorance. Our current condition is no excuse. We are accountable for what we have heard and what we’ve been exposed to.

We have heard the Word of the Lord. It has been prophesied to us accurately. My prayer on this National Day of Prayer is that we would not ignore the Word of the Lord.

