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The Upward Call

Philippians 3:13-14 Pressing Toward the Goal
Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.
It isn’t possible to move safely forward while looking behind. As silly as this sounds, this is a behavior we humans commonly exhibit. In fact, when we are not sure of where we are going, it stands to reason we haven’t been looking in the right direction.
Looking behind is usually done internally by thinking, not by twisting our heads to look over our shoulders. Focusing on our future requires a fresh, new outlook.
Mostly it’s our past failures that hold us back. Shame, embarrassment, and guilt keep us from staying on course. These keep us trapped in our past sins. And to compound the problem, a mind that dwells on previous errors is more likely to repeat the same mistakes.
Paul tells us to forget about the things of our past. This only happens when the future for which we reach is so full of promise that we are no longer distracted by the darkness we once faced.
The SUR-PRIZE comes when the Apostle tells us where to look. He points us to the UPWARD CALL. Wow. The way to go forward is charted by focusing our attention on God above. He is the One Who determines the right direction. As easy as this may sound, this requires learning new disciplines and practicing humility.
So to gain the prize, we have to learn where to look. Then God will show us where we need to go and how He wants us to reach forward. Understanding that Yeshua is our actual goal – that God is our portion – changes everything. Instantly the magnitude of our decision to live our lives according to His divine plan has a godly purpose and goal. Here is the upward call.
There’s a good reason why Yeshua is the Firstfruits. This is where it all begins, and this is where it all ends. We are His. Knowing this, when you keep your eyes firmly fixed on Him, you will always know the way forward. He will show you.
