[image: image1.jpg]



Vigilance

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world. [1 Peter 5:8-9]

Vigilance is a lifestyle. We are placed in a world with a myriad of influences. Many situations are good and pure; others are dark and destructive. While we may wish for a perfect world, it is clear The Lord set us in a place where we would have adversaries.

How do we learn to be vigilant? The first step is to realize not everything is safe. Every child skins a knee; every kid gets burned. It is not possible to build a world that avoids the curiosity and enthusiasm of youth. As we grow, we learn from our experiences. We begin to recognize danger.
Consider how we respond when we discover we have made an error in judgment. We ask ourselves, “Why didn’t I see that coming?” The truth is that better discernment will save us a heap of trouble. Vigilance has benefits.

Nevertheless, we continue to err. Eventually we discover sin is not passive. There are forces that wish to hurt and destroy us. The analogy to the prowling lion in this scripture verse holds true. Maintaining a passive and peaceful nature is not enough to protect us from our enemy. We must be on the lookout.

Once we recognize danger, we also have the responsibility to do something about it. Would we allow a child to chase a ball across a busy street? Of course not, we stop the youngster, and even signal the vehicles headed in his direction. Vigilance is vital.

God sent Yeshua as the firstfruits of creation to save us from our sins. His sacrifice made us safe from our enemy’s plans for our destruction. The Lord implanted His Holy Spirit to act as His watchperson within us. The Spirit’s vigilance is God’s gift to us.

As we discover how to walk in the Spirit we start to recognize the dangers all about us. By gaining discernment and listening to the voice of our Lord, we can walk circumspectly, learning to expose our enemy’s plots and ploys to snare us. But don’t stop there. Be righteous. Hold your ground against the adversary. Fortify your defenses. Be steadfast in your faith. Be vigilant and the Lord will make you fruitful.
