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The Whole Family

For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named (Ephesians 3:14-15).

With all the wonder about how we see Yeshua, it’s refreshing to read about how He sees us. We are mishpocha (Hebrew for “family”). We are a part of His inner circle. Just as our parents gave us our name, Yeshua has done the same for us – we are His family, on earth as it is in heaven.

But the church is under serious attack. Its values are diminished. The fabric of the family of God is showing signs of wear. But this is not because there is something wrong with God’s model. It’s because we have run after idols that will not fulfill us or bring us closer to our heavenly Father.

Have we given up on family as being the highest expression of love? Have we elevated personal freedom above divine design? Has the One who formed us, the One who gave us life, been subjugated by social agendas? Fear not. God will not abandon us.

I’m drawn to A Mighty Fortress is Our God, penned by Martin Luther almost five hundred years ago. This hymn is a paraphrase of Psalm 46. These lyrics confirm God’s strength and power. He will win this battle.

As we are dependent on air, water, shelter, and sustenance, we are absolutely, totally, and completely dependent on God. He has placed us inside of families for our own good.

God is a genuine loving, forgiving, understanding Father. To prove it, He gave us His Firstfruits, His own Son. He invites His whole family to His table to share in the best of His delights. Here is where we find our true identity. That’s a heritage second to none.

