[image: image1.jpg]



First Fruits First


The Face of the Sky
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Hypocrites! You know how to discern the face of the sky, but you cannot discern the signs of the times. [Matthew 16:3]

A hypocrite is someone pretending to be something that they are not. It’s easy to think of others as hypocritical, however, our generation is as hypocritical as any – perhaps more so. 
To refresh our memory, the term hypocrite originated with Greek actors. These performers held masks in front of their faces as they spoke their lines. It was abundantly clear that the person behind the mask was different from the character they portrayed.
Now this term “Hypocrites!” takes on new meaning, as used by Yeshua in this context. Our Lord was identifying a religious, self-righteous spirit employed by members of the ruling Sanhedrin. Jewish authorities were abusing their audaciously lofty positions in designating when, where, why, and how their subordinates were to behave. Those priestly leaders’ attitudes were pompous, not pious. 

Two thousand years later, not much has changed. We are surrounded by actors – people who play out a role other than the one God has given them. As then in Jerusalem, our so-called progressive authorities have no intention of backing down. As with every ruling class, the next wave promises enlightened understanding. Our culture’s latest incarnation redefines  historical events to be reillumined in fresh revelations that supersede biblical grounding. 
Having carved a foothold upon the stage of our contemporary Sanhedrin, the current crop of advocates unflinchingly dispenses Babel’s “highest” authority, declaring from their newfound platform, “Alas, our generation holds the final word. Noah’s ark was built in vain. Ignore the thunder, we have seen the face of the sky!”
Yeshua’s word to them is “Hypocrites!” No accident that this word is assigned to ones who feign righteousness. For those of us who have lived through this before, we see the myopic, inevitable fallout when our representatives cannot discern the signs of the times. We recognize standing for biblical values is costly. The world around us forces us to accept counterfeit ideals – to betray the One we love, and Who loves us.
Let us ask and pray for Yeshua, the Firstfruits of Righteousness, to grant us Godly wisdom. 
Show us the way Yeshua, that we would walk in it. Let us not yield to another. Not another government; not another leader; not another god. We trust in You Alone Lord. Father, lead us on the everlasting path. Ruach HaKodesh, give us insight to discern the signs of the times!
